STATE OF MISSISSIPPL
Office of the Governor

&

EXECUTIVE ORDER 1333

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Constitution provides for “the establishment, maintenance and
support of free public schools” for the benefit of Mississippi children; Miss. CONST. art. 8, § 201,
and

WHEREAS, the laws of this State guarantee “the young citizens of this [S]tate” a
“fundamental” “right to a minimally adequate public education,” Clinton Mun. Separate Sch.
Dist. v. Byrd, 477 So. 2d 237, 240 (1985); and

WHEREAS, “education is perhaps the most important function of state and local governments,”
Brown v. Bd. of Educ., 347 U.S. 483, 493 (1954); and

WHEREAS, under our Nation’s federal system of government, “[t]he consideration and
initiation of fundamental reforms with respect to ... education are matters reserved for the
legislative processes of the various States,” San Antonio Ind. Sch. Dist. v. Rodriguez, 411 U.S. 1,
58 (1973); and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the exclusive authority of state and local governments with
respect to this critical function of government, the Legislature has declared that “the students,
parents, general citizenry, local schoolteachers and administrators, local governments, local
school boards, and state government have a joint and shared responsibility for the quality of
education delivered through the public education system in the State of Mississippi,” Miss. Code
Ann. § 37-1-2(a); and

WHEREAS, as the above-cited authorities make clear, the authority and responsibility for
Judgments regarding appropriate educational standards, objectives, and curricula are vested, by
the People of this State, in their state and local officials, not in the Federal Government; and

WHEREAS, “it is the policy of the State of Mississippi: ... To ensure that all students master
the most essential parts of a basic education; ... To establish, raise and maintain educational
standards; To improve the quality of education by strengthening it and elevating its goals; ... To
provide quality education for all school-age children in the state; ... That excellence and high
achievement of all students should be the ultimate goal; ... To encourage the common efforts of
students, parents, teachers, administrators and business and professional leaders for the
establishment of specific goals for performance; ... To improve instructional ... quality ...; ...
That local school districts and their public schools be required to account for the product of their
efforts”; and “To establish an accreditation system based upon measurable elements in school
known to be related to instructional effectiveness, to establish a credible process for measuring
and rating schools, to establish a method for monitoring continued performance, and to provide
for a state response when performance is inadequate,” id., § 37-1-2(c)~i), (m), & (0); and

WHEREAS, in furtherance of these state policies, state law provides that “[t]he State Board of
Education shall adopt and maintain a curriculum and a course of study to be used in the public
school districts that is designed to prepare the state’s children and youth to be productive,
informed, creative citizens, workers and leaders,” id., § 37-1-3(2)(a); and “shall provide an
instructional program and establish guidelines and procedures for managing such program in the
public schools within the school districts throughout the state,” id., § 37-3-49; and
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